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January 13, 2012

Open letter to Canadian food processing industry leaders

| am writing to inform you of a decision the federal government has made that could
negatively affect your businesses and to ask for your help to persuade Ottawa to
reconsider.

The federal government has quietly announced plans to cancel important food safety
initiatives put in place to address the food safety and inspection system failure which
claimed the lives of 23 Canadians as a result of the listeriosis outbreak in 2008.

The CFIA’s 2011-12 Estimates Report on Plans and Priorities declares that “resources
will sunset for Listeriosis, and for increased frequency of food inspection in meat
processing establishments” in 2013-14. For your information, the plan can be found at
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/rpp/2011-2012/inst/ica/ica00-eng.asp.

This means the government is planning to cut the funding it put in place to improve food
safety and inspection following the outbreak and, further, to cut the funding it put in
place to increase inspection oversight at meat processing plants in Canada.

The document forecasts a smaller CFIA with less funding ($21.5 million less than
current levels) and fewer staff by 2013. The CFIA’s Food Safety Program will bear the
overwhelming burden of these cuts -- $21.1 million and 207 fewer food safety staff.

A small increase in food safety funding in the 2011 budget will not make up for these
cuts. And, cuts that Ottawa will put in place in its 2012 budget translate to a further
reduction of between $37 million and $74 million for food safety.

In our opinion, these plans will cripple the food safety and inspection program at CFIA
and introduce new doubt among Canadian consumers that processed meat and other
food products are as safe as they should be. Further, these cuts will raise red flags



among US safety regulators who require the higher frequency of inspection for
Canadian meat products to be eligible for importation to US consumers.

In direct costs, lost value and lasting damage to its reputation, Maple Leaf Foods paid a
heavy price for the food safety and inspection system failure which came to light with
the listeriosis outbreak in 2008. | know you will agree that anything that undermines
public confidence in the safety of food produced in Canada must be taken very seriously
and that it is vitally important to protect access to the US market.

Ottawa cannot be allowed to turn its back on its duty to protect consumers from unsafe
food.

Please join me and urge Prime Minister Harper to re-consider these cuts and to declare
that food safety and inspection budgets will be enhanced, not cut.

Yours sincerely,

A

Bob Kingston
National President
Agriculture Union



Distribution List

Pierre Claprood

Chief Executive Officer,

Agropur cooperative

101 Roland-Therrien Blvd. Suite 600
Longueuil, Quebec J4H 4B9

450 646-1010

Joseph P. Hudson
CEO and President
Burnbrae Farms Ltd.
R.R.no. 1

Lyn, ON KOE 1MO
905-624-3600

Fax: 905-624-5298

Brent Cator

President

Cardinal Meats

155 Hedgedale Road

Brampton, ON, L6T 5P3

P: 905-459-4436

P: 800-363-1439

F: 905-459-8099

E: cardinalinfo@cardinalmeats.com

Chantelle Donahue

Director, Corporate Affairs
Cargill Canada

P.O. Box 5900

300-240 Graham Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3C4C5

1-204-947-6370

Chantelle Donahue@cargill.com

Christian von Twickel

Executive Vice President

Dr. Oetker Canada Ltd.

2229 Drew Rd

MISSISSAUGA, Ontario

L5S 1E5

Telephone: (905) 678-1311
Toll Free Phone: (800) 387-6939
Fax: (905) 678-9334

cvontwickel@oetker.ca

Global Eggs

283 Horner Ave

Etobicoke, ON M8Z 4Y4, Canada
416-231-2309

Fax: 416-231-8991
info@globalegg.com

Dino Bianco, President
Kraft Foods Canada
95 Moatfield Dr

Don Mills, Ontario
M3B 3L6

Lakeside Packers
Box 1868
Brooks, Alberta
TIR 1C6
403-501-2239

Michael H. McCain

President and Chief Executive Officer
Maple Leaf Foods Inc.

30 St. Clair Avenue W, Suite 1500
Toronto, Ontario, M4V 3A2

Michael Burrows, CEO

Maple Lodge Farms

8301 Winston Churchill Boulevard
Brampton, ON L6Y 0A2
905-455-8340

Fax: 905-455-8370

Dirk Van de Put, President & CEO,
McCain Foods Limited

Brookfield Place

181 Bay Street, Suite 3600
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

M5J 2T3

Tel: (416) 955-1700

Nestlé Canada Inc.

25 Sheppard Ave. West
North York, ON

M2N 658



Alnashir Lakha

Chief Executive Officer and President
Parmalat Canada

405 The West Mall

10th Floor

Toronto, Ontario

M9C 5J1

Frederick Jaques, CEO
Santa Maria Foods ULC
10 Armthorpe Road
Brampton, Ontario

L6T 5M4

Lino Anthony Saputo Jr.

Vice Chairman of the Board, Chief Executive
Officer and President

Saputo Inc.

6869 Métropolitain Blvd. East

Montréal Qc H1P 1X8

Telephone 514.328.6662

Fax 514.328.3364

Mr. David Blanchard
CEO and President
Unilever Canada, Inc.
160 Bloor Street East
Suite 1500

Toronto, ON M4W 3R2
416-963-4009

Fax: 416-964-8831



