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August 25, 2014

The Agricultural Union, PSAC

Dear Gus and all:

Sunshine House has been the beneficiary of a tremendous gift! When we had the
initial discussions about the process of becoming your “sponsored organization,”
I thought you must have been joking. I see now that my initial reaction was
wrong! It was hard for me to imagine that an organized body would raise money
for us unsolicited. So often Sunshine House approaches funders/donors “hat in
hand,” explaining at infinite length what we do, and what we are trying to do.
You seemed to understand completely what our goals are and how painstaking
the process is to realize them in this political climate.

There is a lovely irony in that the source of the gift is the Agricultural Union and
that our vision for Sunshine House is to “create the environment where people
can grow.” Who better than people working in the agricultural sector to
understand the environment required for growth? We have fostered the
development of an original place that welcomes people regardless of
circumstance or status to work with us in growing ideas, projects, music, goofball
art. Itis a place of respect, where people are nurtured with highly nourishing
food, and activities that demand skill and energy in their production. We feel
that our small successes do in fact bolster people’s physical and mental health so
that they are more able to engage as valued community members, in a world
that places very little value on “homeless or street-involved” people.

We have a million good ideas, but ideas really are a dime a dozen. The elements
of prevention of HIV or any other infectious disease are difficult to quantify
outside of the medical model. We operate fully in core principles of prevention
and the determinants of health. Now having this marvelous windfall means that
the new projects on the horizon, the foot clinic, Street Feet, the mechanics
project, Automotivate, and the reading room can go forward, knowing we have a
bank account that isnt smoking hot!

Saying “Thank You” seems inadequate. To commemorate your gift, we are
preparing a donor plaque that acknowledges it; it will be placed by the front door
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of Sunshine House and remind us all that there is real, broad support for what
we do, and the demands of the day to day are entirely worth it. Please extend
our thanks to each of your members, with our wishes for your continued success
in your difficult and important work.

Sincerely,
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Margaret Ormond, Special Projects Manager, Sunshine House Inc
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